Dear Stallion Owners:

Equistar Vet Services is continually trying to improve its services through continuing education, personal contacts and maintaining open communication. This year we have decide to change the way we bill our resident stallions for collection, semen evaluation and processing. We are hoping this will make it easier and more predicable to determine the costs associated with breeding for both the mare and stallion owner. 

The stallion owner will be charged for the following:

· Monthly board $500 per month. Includes large paddock with shelter, hay three times per day and daily supplements as required.

· Chute Fee $300 per mare. Maximum 3 collections per mare. This includes all fees associated with collecting, analyzing and processing the semen so it’s ready for direct insemination on farm or for fresh, cool shipment. Does not include shipping costs.
If a mare is still open after 3 breedings, then a complete fertility evaluation is warranted either at Equistar Vet Services or at another vet facility that specializes in equine reproduction. An additional fee of $200 per collection will be charged for any collections required after the initial 3 collections.
(The cost of shipping the semen will be the responsibility of the mare owner and can be collected by Equistar directly or the semen can occasionally be sent COD).

· Any rebreeds granted by the stallion owner from the previous year will be subject to the $300 chute fee and will include up to 3 collections / shipments. 

As part of our services, resident stallion owners receive advice on breeding contracts, advertising / marketing of the stallion; overall herd health related issues; communicate with mare owners, complete stallion contracts, arrange semen shipments, provide appropriate shipping containers and complete insemination / breeding reports for the breed associations.   
We strongly recommend the stallion owners charge the stud fee and chute fee
separately so the cost of collecting the stallion is recuperated from the mare owners.

 Equistar Vet Services will house a maximum of 3 resident stallions per year. Selection of stallions as residents will be at the sole discretion of Equistar Vet Services. 
Stallions will be collected on an every other day basis (either even or odd number days yet to be determined). Mare owners must give at least 24 hours notice for semen requests. Every attempt will be made to provide semen as required yet will be based on availability and amount of notice given.

Resident stallion owners can have their own mares bred at a reduced chute fee rate of $100 per mare. Maximum of 3 collections per mare. All mare related breeding expenses will still apply ie mare care, insemination and ultrasound fees etc. 

Non Resident Stallions:

· $200 per collection. This includes collecting the stallion and evaluating the semen in preparation for breeding on farm.

 To prepare the semen for shipping an additional fee of $55 will apply. This fee includes: semen container rental, breed registry paperwork, arranging appropriate shipping method, and preparing the semen for shipment. 
Shipping costs are additional.

Collecting a stallion and / or training the stallion to use a phantom can be tedious and potentially dangerous procedure. Equistar Vet Services reserves the right to refuse to collect any stallion that is potentially unsafe.

 In addition, a surcharge of $200 per 30 minutes will be applied to any stallion that requires more than 60 minutes to be collected.   
·  Semen will not be shipped unless the stallion has previously been collected at Equistar and has had a recent extender evaluation and shipping window evaluation done. This ensures the stallion is able to be collected, that his semen has been tested and proven to maintain adequate motility for acceptable length of time (called shipping window) and that the extender selected is the most appropriate for the semen (called extender test). Total cost for the collection and testing is $265.
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